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ITEM 5.02 - DEPARTURE OF DIRECTORS OR CERTAIN OFFICERS; ELECTION OF DIRECTORS;

APPOINTMENT OF CERTAIN OFFICERS; COMPENSATORY ARRANGEMENTS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS

(d) Effective June 30, 2020, the Board of Directors of Ciena Corporation (“Ciena”) increased the size of the Board to ten directors
and appointed Hassan M. Ahmed, Ph.D. to fill the newly created vacancy in Class III of the Board. The term of office for Class III directors
expires at Ciena’s 2021 Annual Meeting of stockholders, and Dr. Ahmed will stand for election at that time. Also effective June 30, 2020,
Dr. Ahmed was appointed to serve on both the Compensation Committee and the Governance and Nominations Committee of the Board.

Dr. Ahmed, age 62, most recently served as Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of Affirmed Networks, which was
acquired by Microsoft in April 2020. Before founding Affirmed Networks in 2010, he was a senior advisor at Charles River Ventures. From
1998 to 2008, Dr. Ahmed served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Sonus Networks. Prior to that time, he served in various
executive roles at Ascend Communications, Cascade Communications and Analog Devices. He also served as President and founder of
WaveAccess, and founded and served as director of the VLSI Systems Group of Motorola Codex. Dr. Ahmed previously served as Associate
Professor of Electrical, Computer and Systems Engineering and Associate Professor of Finance at Boston University. Dr. Ahmed holds a
BSEE and MSAE from Carleton University and a Ph.D. in electrical engineering from Stanford University.

The Board also approved the grant, effective as of July 1, 2020, of a restricted stock unit award to Dr. Ahmed representing shares of
Ciena common stock with a target delivered value of approximately $166,356. The amount of the award reflects Ciena's standard
compensation program for initial equity awards to new directors, pro-rated based on the date of election by the Board. Provided Dr. Ahmed
continues his service on the Board, the restricted stock unit award will vest in its entirety on September 20, 2021. In connection with his
service on the Board of Directors, Dr. Ahmed will also be entitled to the standard non-employee director compensation arrangements as set
forth under the heading “Director Compensation” in Ciena’s most recent proxy statement filed with the SEC.

A copy of the press release announcing the appointment of Dr. Ahmed to Ciena's Board of Directors is furnished as Exhibit 99.1.

ITEM 9.01 - FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS

(d The following exhibits are being filed herewith:
Exhibit Number Description of Document
Exhibit 99.1 Press Release dated July 1, 2020 issued by Ciena Corporation, announcing the appointment of Dr.

Ahmed to Ciena's Board of Directors.

Exhibit 104 Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)
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FOR IMMEDIATE REL EASE
Ciena Appoints Hassan Ahmed to Board of Directors

HANOVER, Md. — July 1, 2020 — Ciena (NYSE: CIEN) today announced that Hassan M. Ahmed, Ph.D., has been appointed to its Board

of Directors.

Dr. Ahmed most recently served as Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of Affirmed Networks, which was acquired by
Microsoft in April 2020. Before founding Affirmed Networks in 2010, he was a senior advisor at Charles River Ventures. From 1998 to
2008, Dr. Ahmed served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Sonus Networks. Prior to that time, Dr. Ahmed served in various
executive roles at Ascend Communications, Cascade Communications and Analog Devices. He also served as President and founder of
WaveAccess, a pioneer in high-speed wireless network products. Dr. Ahmed was Associate Professor of Electrical, Computer and Systems
Engineering and Associate Professor of Finance at Boston University.

“Hassan brings a strong strategic growth orientation with outstanding industry and technology knowledge, including a successful
entrepreneurial track record in leading market-disrupting businesses and deep expertise in the packet networking and IP arena,” said Gary B.
Smith, president and CEO of Ciena. “We look forward to his insights and guidance as we continue to deliver networks that can adapt to
today’s ever-changing digital world.”

Dr. Ahmed is the author of more than 50 professional publications and holds a BSEE and MSAE from Carleton University and a Ph.D. in

electrical engineering from Stanford University.

HiH#

About Ciena

Ciena (NYSE: CIEN) is a networking systems, services and software company. We provide solutions that help our customers create the Adaptive
Network™ in response to the constantly changing demands of their users. By delivering best-in-class networking technology through high-touch
consultative relationships, we build the world’s most agile networks with automation, openness and scale. For updates on Ciena, follow us on Twitter
@Ciena, LinkedIn, the Ciena Insights blog, or visit www.ciena.com.

Note to Ciena Investors You are encouraged to review the Investors section of our website, where we routinely post press releases, SEC filings, recent
news, financial results, and other announcements. From time to time we exclusively post material information to this website along with other disclosure
channels that we use. This press release contains certain forward-looking statements that are based on our current expectations, forecasts, information and
assumptions. These statements involve inherent risks and uncertainties. Actual results or outcomes may differ materially from those stated or implied,
because of risks and uncertainties, including those detailed in our most recent annual and quarterly reports filed with the SEC. Forward-looking statements
include statements regarding our expectations, beliefs, intentions or strategies and can be identified by words such as "anticipate," "believe," "could,"
"estimate," "expect," "intend," "may," "should," "will," and "would" or similar words. Ciena assumes no obligation to update the information included in
this press release, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.
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